Urban transportsetfor RAPIDX transformation
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The much-awaited Delhi-Meerut
Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) projectwill bethe next
revolutionary transformationin
public transport after Metrorail,
says Vinay Kumar Singh, Managing
Director of the National Capital
Region Transport Corporation
(NCRTCQC), ahead ofthelaunch ofthe
Sahibabad-Duhaisectionof the
intercityrail corridor.

“When Delhi Metrocame, we
had nostandard of efficiency. There
werealot of challenges, butitwas
also the firsthuge transformation
forIndia’s public transport
infrastructure. Now, every element
of RRTS technologyis entirely new
forIndia — from traction tostation
development. We are also the first
public transportcorporation to go
for privatised operation and
maintenance. RRTSwill be the Next
Bigtransformationinurban trans-
port,” Singh tells Business Standard.

With trainsets havingadesign
speed 0f180 kilometres per hour
(kph) and an operational speed of up
10160 kph, the330,000-crore
corridor, known as RAPIDX, isset to
transform the urban landscape on
the oft-ignored Ghaziabad-Meerut
side ofthe National Capital Region,
bringing transit time to well within
an hour. Singh saystrainsare
alreadyrunningsuccessfully onthe
17-km Sahibabad-Duhaisection,
and will be opened for passenger
operationsany timesoon.

The urban transporter is now
workingon the Duhai-Meerut South
section, which it hopesto complete
three monthsahead of schedule, in
whatwill be adeparture from the
standard practice of delays
ubiquitousto Indian infrastructure.
The plan now isto commission 20
km of the corridor every six months.

The projectwill becompleted
wellwithin the sanctioned cost
estimates, observesSingh.

The Delhi-Meerut RRTS was
giventhe greenlightin2019to

“ State governments are very keen (on rapid rail corridors).
Many have started working on proposals, but the real
understanding of the system will come once the priority section
starts. Once people see the speed and riding experience, a lot of
demand will then emerge from the public itself ”

VINAY KUMAR SINGH, Managing Director, NCRTC

decongest the national Capital by
makingefficient public transport
accessiblein adjoining areas. The

transporter hasbeen given the
mandate toworkon eight corridors,
of which three are priority and five

arePhaseTl.

Alleyeswillbe on thefate of this
new systein, as more statesadopt
thetransit-oriented development
(TOD) policy. “State governments
arevery keen. Many have started
working on proposals, butareal
understanding of the system will
comeoncethe priority section
starts. Once people see the speed
andridingexperience, alot of
demand willemerge from the public
itself. Overthe next six months,
therewill bealotof new proposals.
Already, Telangana, Haryana, and
Uttar Pradesh are workingon
corridors, such as Lucknow-Kanput,
Faridabad-Gurugram, and
Vijayawada-Hyderabad,” he adds.

Officials said that ome of these
new proposed corridors, such as
Faridabad-Gurugram, may also get
takenup before PhaseITif states
accord prioritystatus to them. Singh
saystalksare underway toexpand
the number of priority corridors.
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