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At pre-trials, RRTS train hlts top speed

Runs At 160kmph; Commercial Operations Soon

Tm News NeTwork

Ghaziabad: As it loaks to

start passenger operations
shortly India’s first high-
speed railway transit system
has touched aspeed milestone
in the ongoing pre-trial runs:

On Wednesday afternoon, a

rake that whistled through
the 17km section between Sa-
hibabad and Du.hal, which i3
being tested for a commercial
launch of _lfﬁpid rafl transit
system (RRTS) by the middle
of the year, touched its top op:
e.ratmnalspeedof 160 Kimph.
The semi high-speed
rakes, manufactured by Al
stom India at its factory in
Gujarat's Savli, have a maxi-

nru.mdesignspeed'éf'

180kmph and an operational
speed of lﬂﬂkmph_ The pre-

trials, officials aaid.w‘ebeing 2

done to test the corridor's in-
frastructure..  Fullfledged
trial runs will begin once the
irack’s signalling system,

whlchlsmrtsﬁnalstﬂmw-

completed. Tn the trial run,

trains willbetested by placing
sandbags Lo account for pas-
senger weight. An officer of
the NCRTC, which is building
the first RRTS corridor from
Sarai Kale Khan in Delhi to
Mesrut, said, “The seetion is
almostready The testingexer-

cise, a pre-trialrun, isonsince
Drecember: At Zpm on Wednes-
day, thetrain thatran from Du-
hai tn Sahibabad successfilly
achieved top operational
speed 160kmph for the first
tirme.., We want to test our in-
frastructure’s ahility to han-

dle trains at this speed.”

When the RRTS traina are
launched for commercial sar-
vices, its running speed will
be lower. In the trials that will
follow, trains will be run with
full passenger weight. “We
will fill the rakes with sand
bags, equivalent to the capaci-
tyol 1,600 passengers, But this
is just one aspect. Other pa-
rameters like symchronising

- platform sereen dooraand the

signaling system will also be
assessed,” said the officer.

On January 3, an RRTS
train ran from Duhai to Guld-
har stationat skmph. “Things
aregoing as planned. We hope
the commereial operationson’
the priority section will start
in Warch 2023, said the offi-
cer. The launch of the entire
82km Delhi-Meerut corridor
islikely by March 2025.

The semi hugh -speed rakes have a maximum design. speeduﬂaukmph and meratfcnai speed of 1Eu|-:mph

“Taking RRTS to Jaipur & Muzaﬂ"arnagar bemg discussed’

] inay Kumar Singh, MD
\ af NCR Transport Cor-

poration, whic is build-
ing India’s first semi high-

speed urban trein corridon
mm&ahwdqfdmi
lines, the priority section in
Giueziabad will be ready for

rapid rail system in the eonn-
try because [toffershigh-speed
commuting. Bulldon't think it
will be a substitute for metro,
whichisfor intra-¢ity commut-
ing in a 20-95km range. Metro
and rapid rail will complement
each other You ean say Delhi

Tnurch by this Marchend work Metro goes farthes; connecting
ori the Deliti-SNB corridor via different districts. It's an excep-
Gurgaonwill betaken upnext.  tion. When rapid rafl is intro-
He adds jalks areonto explore  duced, Delhi metro will not go
taking RRTS to Joipur and forlonger routes.
Muezafic in an inter
vlewiith TOs Abhljay Jha @ RRTS fraiins have a design

RRTS isintroducing the mnlmui:!em fastest
®
urban o i The mm%?
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need forfasttrainshas The train sets have been
been longfelt Whydidthis  manufactured for our require-
take solongto materialise? mentsunder theMake in India

The project was concep-  initiative The trolleys, the
tualised in 2006 but works start-  truction mutvrns, the geur bux
od only in 2019 because it was  andthe signallingsystem, all of
sanctioned that year Soyes, we it For the Delhi-Meerut corri-
area bir late, there is no doubt  daor, we will be nsing European
gbout that. But now that work’ Traln Control System Level 2
has begun, we are ahead of signalling which willallow the
schedule. The official commis-  trainsto move seamlessly from
ity section is June 2023 but we  train has been designed to en-
will be ready in March. sure passenger comfort even at

indis devlopnan s b M
@ aeroly. . tha set is
urban clusters fike Defhi- equipped withairpressurereg
MNCR, Mumbai-MMR, etc. ulation systems. RRTS trains
This means big distances areroomy; they are taller than
needtobe covered fast. Are = metrorakes.
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We managed to do this de-
spite pandemic restrictions be-
canseof anelahorate risk miti-
gation system. Projects of this
magnitude get delayed because

approvals and decision-mak-
ing don't happen on time, be-
sides other factors like utility
shifting and finalising con-
tracts. At RRTS, we have kept

amrdmhthmyﬁrsma&-

alignment many times on foot
and through radar sysiems
and were ablo to foresoe possi-
ble stumbling blocks that were
attended to hefore oir contrac-
tors moved in

© When do yousee the first

mmm’ his e ?

We have set March 2005 as
the Jdeadline for the entire

mi%ﬁm the

’ Pmmw 1wolrk ison, weex-
pect: “before
ﬂmmwﬂmmm&-

line inphazes. After the prior-
tv section, we will keepadding
strefches, preferably on the
Meerut side, 20km sections ev-
ciysixmonths,

@ But hmaplulm
sedlu‘:guﬂ-ed

without connected ends that
is not likely to see too many

It is rue that as of now the
priority section will neither
cater to Meerut nor Delhi pas-
sengers, and that will affect
footfall. We had the option to
wait till 2025 but decided to
gpen sections in phases. The
benefit of wise commis-
sioning is that it thare is srape
for improvement, it will be
dﬂrﬂ.Tllhisindla'sﬁrslmmd
rail project and we need to
check on many paroneters be-
fore commissioning the entire
‘corridor Secondly, operations
‘and maintenance will be given
to a private operator
Deutsche Bahn German u[‘
Germany We can always ask
them to rectify faulisif any are
found in the priority section

@ RRTS is an expensive
mled-llmdomm

MWI
fares suffice?
The corridor is being devel-
oped at an estimated costof Rs
80,724 crore out of which the
state governtent’s share has

_ been pegged at Rs 6500 crore
Under the transit-oriented de-

velopment policy, a L5km area

either sideof thecorridor iseli-
gible for additional FAR (floor
area ratio). Revenue from that
will be shared by the local de
velopment authority . and
NCRTC. 1t will be tough initial-
Ivtoget footfall for rapid rail be-
calse passengers take tme to
swilch over o a new mode of
commuting from traditional
ones. We must add value to the
fare that we will charge:

@ What's the cost of a Dethi-
Meerut ticket likely to be?

A decision will be taken be-
fore commissioning. We havea
tentative fare model ready: The
fare will suit aam aadmi,

Rapid rail has a dedicated
path and we will maintain the
same speed throughout, which
will ba 100kmph or 120kmph.
So, when we claim 55 minutes
of commuiing time, it willbe 55
minutes fat. On which road
canyoudothis?

B We've soon convenience
Is a dealbreaker for public

What is RRTS
s

zmm

Multimodal ~ integration

with other mndes of commut-
ing is happening at Anand Vi-
harrailway stationand ISDT in
Delhi. The Kaushambi bus de-
pot is being integrated, and at
Ghaziabad RKIS station, we
are integrating the corridor
with Red Line of Delhi metro.

@ What about the other
mmmm

Wemmanaﬂuwmddase
and pre-construction activities
for the Delhi-SNB corridor vin
Gurgaon are going on. Discus-
sions are under way with the
Centrefor it= approval. Wewill
starl work on Delhi-SNB via
GUrgani Very sooiL

® Thereis talk aboutplans
toextend the SNB corridor to

Not only Jaipur, there have
been discussions to connect
the Delhi-Meerut corridor to

tivity for longdistance inter
statetravel is bound togrow,
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airports viathe RRTS
corridor been discussed?
___ForIGL weareofferingrap-
idrail connectivity (on (e Del-
hi-SNB corridor). In future,
maybe Nolda airpert will also
beconnectad.




